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Cabell seemed a strange figure among the revolutionaries.
Born in Virginia in 1879, he had been educated at William
and Mary and had taught Greek and French there, had worked
on newspapers in Richmond and New York, engaged in coal
mining in West Virginia, and devoted much time to Vir-
ginia history and genealogy. His early stories, collected in The
Line of Love (1905), Gallantry (1907), Chivalry (1909), The
Certain Hour (1916), belonged on the surface to the contem-
porary fashion in historical romance. Most of them have
romantic love for their theme, and deal with warriors or poets
who at some high moment of valor or renunciation rise to
meet it with heroic gestures and ironic language. The stories
of Chivaliy take place in the Middle Ages, those of Gallantry
in the eighteenth century. The chivalrous heroes, as Cabell
explained their code, think of themselves as vicars of God and
His representatives in an alien country where they are ex-
pected to keep faith by living up to their high rank. The
gallant heroes practise a more secular chivalry, but they too
live up to a code which makes exacting demands on them.
Cabell, though he saw both these codes as comedy, did not
on account of that take less interest in the fine gestures of
these heroes. Their sense of responsibility leads them to
dramatic actions and poetic speech which he reproduced with
a delighted if mannered skill in a smiling if formal idiom. In
The Line of Love and The Certain Hour he ranged from the
fourteenth century to the eighteenth, in several of the stories
choosing episodes about which history is partly silent in the
lives of its eminent men and women: a late meeting of Fal-
staff with a boyhood sweetheart, the forced decision of Villon
to turn thief, the final interview of Marlowe with a girl
he loves, the apocryphal courtship of Katherine of Valois and
Henry V, the philosophical plagiarism of Shakespeare in writ-
ing The Tempest, the mysterious death of the poet Herrick,
the marriage of Wycherley to the Countess of Drogheda and
of Sheridan to the irresistible Miss Ogle. Most contemporary